[Attitude of the public to autopsy. A questionnaire study].
A high autopsy rate is a requirement for confirming or correcting clinical diagnoses and for providing opportunities for medical education on pre- and postgraduate level. A telephone survey was conducted to obtain information about the opinion of the Norwegian public on this matter. A randomised sample of 1,050 persons over 15 years of age were asked whether they would consent to autopsy if a close family member died in a hospital. Of the 954 (91%) who agreed to answer, 86% (95% CI 84-89) would consent, while 14% (95% CI 11-16) were unsure or would object. Demographical background variables did not significantly influence the response. When asked if they would give prior consent to an autopsy on themselves, should they die in a hospital, 84% (95% CI 82-87) said they would agree, while 16% (95% CI 13-18) were unsure or would object. Age between 31-50 years, male sex and married civil status significantly increased the likelihood of a positive attitude towards autopsy. The survey revealed a generally favourable attitude in the population towards autopsy. This positive confidence has to be maintained through careful talks with relatives about autopsy, and arrangements for relatives to be informed of the result of an autopsy.